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REUNIONOUR FIRST 
EVER

BRINGS OLD 
AND NEW FACES 
TOGETHER

I’m walking into the gym on 
Saturday, hardly slept because 
I’m anxious to see who will all 
turn out for our first Freedom 
Hoops reunion. I receive a 
phone call from one of our 
young men, asking for the 
address. Some things never 
change!

All of our volunteers are 
in place and the food that 
Freedom Hoops mom Ms. 
Maxine cooked smells 
amazing. I go around the 
gym and kitchen greeting 
some people I haven’t seen for 
months and some for years. 
Smiles abound!

As we sit down to share our 
vision of Every Court. Hope 
Found. Lives Changed. I 
cannot wait to pay tribute 
to Kenny and JJ, two of our 
first Freedom Hoopers! As 
I finish sharing the vision 
and thanking our people I 
introduce Coach Ward Kinne. 
As Ward shares his story, I am 
in awe of God’s faithfulness. 
Then several coaches and 
players share the impact 
Freedom Hoops had on them. 
Coach Ramone shares, “Coach 
Mike, you are planting seeds 
that may take 10-20 years to 
grow. You just have to keep 
sowing seeds!” My heart fills 

with joy. I love Coach Ramone. 
He is a vital part of Freedom 
Hoops even to this day!

As everyone leaves, I’m grateful 
for the chance to connect with 
families and our youth and 
looking forward to next year! 
Most importantly, I’m excited 
to keep throwing seeds as 
Coach Ramone encouraged me 
to do.

PRAY WITH US
• Disciple 20 young men. We 

have many young men eager 
to grow relationally

•  Continue momentum with our 
young men and families

• Parents: We desire to grow 
relationally with our parents.

- Two locations on Tuesdays
- Continued growth as young 
men invite their friends
- Discipling all 20-25 young men 
this fall with 20-25 volunteers
- Go deeper with fewer young 
men in the Discovery Bible 
Study
- Relationships: Our young men 
want more opportunities to 
grow relationally on and off the 
court

- Less capacity for programming 
and care for volunteers as 
Coach Daron left
- Transportation: Our young 
men live all over the city so we 
moved our HS location to Brush 
Creek Community Center so that 
the young men could transport 
themselves
- Summer Schedules are 
inconsistent and kids are 
inconsistent at times as well

OPPORTUNITIES

CHALLENGES

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Tuesdays 6:30-8:30pm
Brush Creek Community Center

High School
3801 Emanuel Cleaver II Blvd.

Salvation Army
Middle School

3013 E 9th St, KCMO 

Wed/Thurs 3:30-5:00pm

Saturday Open Gym 11am-2pm
Brush Creek Community Center

3801 Emanuel Cleaver II Blvd.

BASKETBALL PROGRAMMING

Many of those who attended our first ever 
Freedom Hoops Reunion in June.



2 LOCATIONS: 
DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY

TAREZ’S STORY

It’s 7:25pm and basketball 
practice typically starts at 7pm. 
Our guys have been discussing 
boundaries and Romans 13 
since 6:40pm. Ms Vickie says, 
“Do you guys want to practice 
basketball?” You can see the 
excitement in our volunteers’ 
faces and the curiosity of our 
young men as they engage 
in the Discovery Bible Study. 
Check out the insert so you 
can start studying. There is no 

Right after our time in the Word one of our young men named Tarez 
says, “Coach, you guys are really helping me! I enjoy the time we 

have Tuesdays together getting into the Bible. I just don’t know much 
and I feel like I am asking dumb questions.” I start saying, “Tarez, 

God has you exactly where he wants you to be. Your question about 
baptism was beautiful! Keep bringing that type of curiosity. God 

loves it!”

Three weeks prior Tarez’s mom said at a parent meeting, “He asked 
me, what are you thankful for?” I looked at him like he was crazy. 

“Where are you getting this stuff from?” I asked him. He said, “We go 
over it each time at Freedom Hoops.” Tarez’s Mom, Ms Ty continues, 
“With that, you all have my full support. I am already seeing growth in 

Tarez that I love to see!”

Please continue to pray that God works mightily with our volunteers 
and young men. It is a sight to behold!

feeling or sight like it!
Each Tuesday night we have 
20-25 young men and 10-15 
volunteers  spending 20-35 
minutes in the Bible going 
through a Bible passage using 
the Discover Bible Study 
method. Would you pray that 
God continues to use His Word 
and His Spirit to move mightily 
in the hearts of our young 
men?

“That’s tough!” Coach Xavier says as we discuss Jesus’ determination on 
the cross. Coach X’s curiosity and willingness to learn more about the 
Bible continues to give me life. 

Coach Xavier asks, “So what did they do to Jesus once Judas sold him?” 

Questions like this fuel me, and I know God continues to work through 
these questions. As we engage in the Word, I get excited thinking about 
how Coach Xavier will field questions like this for his younger brother on 
our team!

I just missed the coaches and 
the fun we have at Freedom 
Hoops. I loved the fireworks 
stand, too! - Kyrie, 14

You guys are doing great. I love 
the food, and I love studying the 
Bible with my friends. This really 
helps me. - Jabo, 16

Coach, you are planting seeds that may 
take 10-20 years to grow. Look at Z, we 
never thought we would be seeing him do 
what he is doing now”  - Coach Ramone

STUDYING THE WORD WITH COACH XAVIER



FIREWORKS STAND RECAP

COACH DARON UPDATE
Coach Daron resigned from Freedom Hoops effective May 31, 
2021. We were able to have a celebration for Coach Daron. He 
shaped the ministry in many ways. We have already missed him 
and will continue to miss him. Please pray for him and his family 
as he transitions to the next place to exercise his giftings!

Thanks for helping us with our best year ever!

This year we earned the most profit and jumped from 2,000 
to 3,000 customers at our stand all the while growing our 
young men and their job skills! Many of you gave great tips 
which totally brightened their day as well!

This year we had 4 sponsors of the fireworks stand.

Wyatt Cobb’s company Softwarfare was our Grand Finale 
sponsor. He is a long-time supporter of Freedom Hoops and 
has a heart for our young men to know Christ. Softwarfare is 
a cyber security company that helps small, medium and large 
business defend themselves from cyber attack by providing 
a platform for biometric multi-factor authentication and 
secure integration of your existing software platforms.  You 
can reach SOFTwarfare at info@softwarfare.com  or visit 
their website: https://www.softwarfare.com . 

Here are our other 3 sponsors

Thanks again for a great 4th of July!

 I like Freedom Hoops because it is more 
than just basketball -- All the other teams 
I have played for are all about basketball, 
not at Freedom Hoops - Shawndale, 16

Coach Mike, we have to be at all 
of the days at the fireworks stand!! 
- Tristan, 15; and Qwanell, 13

This is beyond amazing! This is exactly 
what this community center has been 

missing for so long, the ability to mix sports 
with sharing and ministering the gospel - 

Salvation Army Center Director



Every court. hope found. lives changed.

Freedom Hoops
PO Box 4074

Overland Park, KS 66204
www.freedomhoops.org

All gifts are tax deductible. Freedom Hoops is a 501(c)3 organization. 


