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OUR NEW HOME
A HOME, A VAN, AND A GATED PARKING LOT!

That’s right! We have a place 
we call home! This home is 
at Della Lamb Community 
Center at 500 Woodland Ave, 
Kansas City, Missouri.

When our young men graduate 
Freedom Hoops, our deepest 
desire is to see them graduate 
as courageous disciples of 
Jesus. Having this physical 
location provide stability 
and consistency within the 
program to help us see more 
courageous disciples of Jesus 

graduate from Freedom Hoops 
so that we can come closer 
to our vision of Every Court. 
Hope Found. Lives Changed.

We have a room to use as an 
office, do Bible studies, and 
hold parent and volunteer 
trainings. Each Tuesday and 
Thursday from 3:00-5:30pm 
we play basketball with 10-15 
young men, read the Bible, split 
into small groups to discuss the 
Word, and share snacks. 

Coach Tony and Della Lamb 
have been so generous to offer 
a parking space for our newly 
bought 15-passenger van.
Would you like to see us on a 
Tuesday or Thursday? Contact 
Michael at (515) 890-0848 or 
email michael@freedomhoops.
org to see when you can stop 
by.

PRAY WITH US
• As the world “opens” back 

up, pray for wisdom as many 
opportunities have presented 
themselves

• That God’s Spirit would 
continue to change lives of 
our young men and families

• To see more youth being 
discipled 1-on-1

• For God to raise more trained 
leaders for our three locations

June 2 7:00-7:30am
Prayer Walk

500 Woodland Ave, KCMO

June 12 12:00-3:00pm
Freedom Hoops Reunion 

500 Woodland Ave, KCMO

June 23 7:00-7:30am
Prayer Walk

1124 E 5th St. KCMO

August 1-7
Kids Across America Camp

EVENTS

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Tuesdays 6:30-8:30pm
Garrison Community Center

High School
1124 E 5th St KCMO

Salvation Army
Middle School

3013 E 9th St, KCMO 

Thursdays 3:00-5:30pm
Della Lamb

500 Woodland Ave, KCMO

Wed/Fri 3:00-4:30pm
Workouts at Della Lamb

500 Woodland Ave, KCMO

Basketball Tournaments
May 26-27, July 16-18, 23-25

BASKETBALL PROGRAMMING

June 29-July 4
4001 Mission Road, KCK

FIREWORKS STAND

Our first trip in our 
15-passenger van.

Coach Daron greets young men in 
our new space at Della Lamb.

A group of young men gather 
together at Della Lamb.



Every court. hope found. lives changed.

GET PUSHED DOWN, GET UP 
AGAIN...AND PLAY CHESS

A WORD FROM DARON
I’m nervous. I’m about to 
drop off one young man at his 
house and let his parents know 
about how their son got hurt 
playing basketball at Freedom 
Hoops. I ring the door bell. 
“Hi Ms Santessa. Can I talk to 
you about Riley?” She seems 
concerned and suspicious. 
I explain that an older boy 
pushed her son down and that 
the older boy would have to sit 
out a week and that her son got 
hurt. She says, “And…” I say, 
“And what?” She continues, 
“And what did Riley do?” 
I begin thinking back, “He 
just walked off the court and 
started playing chess.”

All of a sudden she starts 
dancing and begins kissing her 
son saying, “I am so proud of 
you Riley! All of our prayers, 

talks, discipline, and your 
efforts are paying off! Coach 
Michael,  I thought you were 
about to say that Riley hit the 
kid or started a fight after that 
incident, because in years past 
that would have been the case. 
We are so thankful that God is 
changing our son!” 

Everyone in the family is 
looking at Riley. He smiles.

As I walked away, I continued 
to be thankful for great parents 
like Santessa and her husband 
Cameron. They have such a 
profound impact on their kids 
as they regularly disciple them.

It is an honor to see their three 
sons at Freedom Hoops pursue 
being a courageous disciples of 
Jesus!

There’s no shortage of things we could celebrate in this season of 
ministry and this is true at all levels. Recently we’ve completed a 

10-week leadership cohort with ten of our most dedicated leaders. 
During our time together, we discussed different leadership 

principles for effective ministry in our context while growing in our 
understanding of God’s Word and how He’s leading us individually. 

As amazing as that time was, the most excitement that I’ve had so 
far this year is leading our students through the Bible on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. In March we led our students through a How to Read 
the Bible series created by the Gospel Project. Our youth brought 

challenging questions like, “How can I trust the Bible?” and “If God is 
so good, why is there suffering in the world”? I celebrate the fact that 

our students feel safe enough to ask these questions. 

For those of you familiar with student ministry, getting students to 
engage with questions can be somewhat of a challenge. I love the 
questions they’re asking, but I’m more excited about the fact that 

they are asking questions. We celebrate this as the movement of God 
in the life of the ministry and we’re asking God to do more! 

Daron Gray



Every court. hope found. lives changed.

Freedom Hoops
PO Box 4074

Overland Park, KS 66204
www.freedomhoops.org

All gifts are tax deductible. Freedom Hoops is a 501(c)3 organization. 

FIRST-TIME VOLUNTEER SHARES HIS EXPERIENCE

OUR FIRST INTERN
We are so excited to have Haley Langstraat join our team this summer as our first intern. Haley 
is a senior at the University of Northern Iowa and will graduate in August with a degree in 
Recreation, Tourism, and Nonprofit Leadership. Haley was a student manager for the UNI men’s 
basketball team for four years and is from the Kansas City area. She’s excited to be back home 
and help with operations, administration, and programming at Freedom Hoops this summer.

It’s 3:30, and I’m driving to 
downtown KC to visit Freedom 
Hoops, invited by my good 
friend Michael Loney. I am 
tired from my day as a high 
school counselor, spending  
seven hours working with 
students, who didn’t really care 
what I had to say or who I was.  

As I park I have no clue what 
to expect. The thoughts of, 
“That was a long drive. Today 
was long. Why am I down 
here?” swirled in my mind. I 
thought to myself, “I’m going 
to go because I told Michael I would. If there is a role for me 
there, God will surely reveal that to me, won’t He?” 

I tried one entrance but it didn’t work, and I kept circling the 
building until I found the correct one. As I walk into Freedom 
Hoops with sweat on my palms, I realize I am nervous. 

I enter the gym as Coach Daron  leads a Bible study, and my 
nerves continue to grow as everyone looks at me. As Coach 
Daron concludes the lesson about Jonah, we split up into 
smaller groups with Coach Mike and some of the other young 
men.  

Michael introduces me to the group, and we chat about the 
scripture and our lives. I notice my nerves going away and I 
begin to see, at least in part, what God is doing.

As we discuss Jonah, I think to myself, “These young men are 
genuinely friendly and open to me, new guy.” As we conclude 
the lesson, a young man prays and mentions me by name as 
thanks God that I showed up that day. 

Immediately I think how grateful 
I am for this experience and 
how vastly different it is than 
my experience with other young 
men. In the short 20 minutes, 
I notice that these young men 
are different. These young men 
are open and honest about their 
fears, worries, and dreams. This 
is rare for high school students, 
even more rare when it is around 
someone they recently met. 

As we play basketball the young 
men enjoy being in my presence, 
even though I am wearing khakis 

and a dress shirt. After the Freedom Hoops practice I realize, 
I never felt like a stranger. I drive away knowing why I came. 
I’m going because God has created friendships and godly 
relationships. These relationships have helped change my life.

As I look back on my first experience and have had more 
time with the Freedom Hoops’ young men I am excited to see 
our relationships deepen. There are two young men who I’ve 
specifically been developing relationships with. They are usually 
the first to say hi when I walk in the gym. I

t excites me to talk about what God is doing in my life and to 
hear how He is working in the lives of these men at Freedom 
Hoops. They are exceptional young men, and I love taking part 
in God’s work and Freedom Hoops mission of “Cultivating 
disciples...one the court and 1-on-1.”

- Dalton Mitchell




