






Freedom Hoops founded, 
young men completed 

Scripture memory challenge 
and attended an NBA 

preseason game.

We paired some of 
our young men with 

professionals in the fields 
they were interested in to 

shadow them at work.

We completed an end-
of-season service project, 

cleaning up 
several yards in one 

neighborhood together.

We competed in 
tournaments in Kansas City, 

Wichita and in a 
local summer league.

Our young men completed 
job shadows at Roe Body 
Shop, Next Generation 
Construction, Microsoft, 

and Northwestern Mutual.

     In spring 2014, Michael Loney partnered 
with Kevin Kacy of Freedom Fire Urban 
Ministries to run basketball clinics for urban 
youth at the Garrison Community Center in 
Kansas City, Mo. Over time, this naturally led 
to Saturday morning Bible study and pickup 
basketball with a wide ranging group of 
young men.

     As relationships grew, a core group of 
middle school boys approached Michael 
about forming a basketball team in early 
2015, and from there Freedom Hoops was 
born.  It began with six young men accepting 
the challenge to memorize six Bible verses in 
six weeks. Their reward for accomplishing the 
feat was a chance to attend the Miami Heat 
vs. Golden State Warriors basketball game at 
the Sprint Center together. 

   That following summer, our kids competed 
in several tournaments around the Kansas 

City area as well as one tournament in 
Wichita, where many of the kids were able to 
travel and stay in a hotel for the first time in 
their lives. In 2016 we expanded the program 
to include a tournament in Iowa, and we 
worked to incorporate job shadow experiences 
and work projects into the program. One 
young man was mentored by attorney Mark 
Dupree and another by architect Darius 
Hollwell of HOK.

   In 2015 and 2016 we took several young men 
to Kids Across America, a Christian summer 
camp on Tablerock Lake serving urban youth 
from all over the country. Kamp allows our 
kids to get away from their distractions and 
be surrounded by godly men who share their 
background and can speak the truth of God’s 
word to them in a week.

   In 2017, we started a 4th grade team 
in addition to our high school team. We 

partnered with LINC, an after school 
program for urban youth, and Longfellow 
Elementary School in Kansas City, Mo. and 
also use the facilities at Westport Community 
Center.

   We focus on two areas: basketball and 
mentorship. We desire to see our young men 
become disciple makers who lead future 
generations to trust and live for Jesus.

   We just finished our fourth summer 
competing as a basketball team, and each 
year has brought its own set of challenges and 
things to celebrate. We have seen young men 
commit their lives to Christ and we’ve also 
seen young men make destructive decisions. 

   Through the ups and downs that come, we 
trust that God simply asks us to be faithful, 
pray, and know that He alone has the power 
to transform lives. 
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Young men from both teams 
helped run a fireworks tent 
in Kansas City, Kan. over 
the Fourth of July to raise 
money for the program.

Members of our 10U team 
participated in the School 

of Economics financial 
education project over 

the summer.

Our 10U team finished their 
competitive season with a 

second place finish in 
their last tournament.

We won Jr. NBA Program of 
the Month in January 2018, 

and they paid for us to attend 
their national conference in 

Chicago in May. 

Michael and his family 
decided to quit his teaching 
job to focus their full efforts 

to see disciple makers 
change Kansas City. 
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god’s results

2017 2018



“Freedom Hoops empowers 

athletes and families through 

service projects, job shadows, 

job experiences, and fundraising 

opportunities, and it assists 

players with academics. Each 

coach desires to impact athletes 

beyond the basketball court.”



- DAYTON MOORE, 
FOUNDER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 

“C” YOU IN THE MAJOR LEAGUES FOUNDATION



1. FOCUS ON WAYNE MINER HOUSING 
    AUTHORITY.
     We have free access to a gym at the Wayne Miner 
     Housing Authority.

2. BIBLE STUDIES & OPEN GYMS.
     Saturdays for Wayne Miner area and existing 
     relationships.

3. KCPS LEAGUE WITH 4 SCHOOLS.
     Develop a six-week league for 2nd and 3rd grade 
     students at Longfellow, Wheatley, Whittier, and 
     Garfield Elementary. Each school will have a 
     church to adopt their school. These students 
     could eventually join our open gyms or our 8U 
     team. 

4. COMPETITIVE TEAMS.
     We will have 8U, 13U, and 17U teams next year.

5. 17U MENTORING.
     Player assigned to a coach before practice/
     workouts where each young man forms an 
     Individual Development Plan (IDP). 
     Young men will receive accountability to 
     academics, future goals, and purpose in their 
     life according to their IDP. Coach commits to   
     mentor one time per week with a text, and Coach 
     commits to one face-to-face meeting per week.

6. DISCIPLESHIP GROUP.
     2-5 young men trained how to read Bible, pray, 
     share their faith, and go on a mission trip.

1. MENTORSHIP.
     Each team has solid coaches who mentor the 
     youth at a 2:1 player-to-coach ratio.

2. RECREATIONAL LEAGUE.
     We will help coordinate KCPS elementary league 
     (26 schools) and each school would have a church 
     over the school. This would could serve as a 
     feeder system for Freedom Hoops. 

3. OPEN GYMS.
     Rent a new community center every 1-2 years 
     for Bible study, open gym, food and fellowship on 
     Saturdays.

4. FIREWORKS.
     Make $15,000 off fireworks in 2019 and approach 
     large organizations that would want to purchase 
     from us to increase our profit.

5. EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.
     Pursue jobs for youth and fundraising 
     opportunities such as a garden, yard work, or 
     creating and selling a product. 

6. COACHING SMALL GROUP.
     Start a coaching small group to help coaches 
     discover coaching purpose statement and how to 
     implement it. 

FUTURE GOALS:our model:



- Z, HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIOR

I LOVE MY 
COACHES. THEY 

HAVE NEVER 
GIVEN UP ON 
ME AND THEY 
ALWAYS KEEP 
THEIR WORD. 

THEY HAVE 
TAUGHT ME TO 

NEVER GIVE UP.



It was a hot summer August day, driving back from 
Branson, after spending a week down at Kids Across 
America camp. Three boys were in the car, two were 
sleeping off the activities of the week, while another 
was awake, aware. Driving offers such an opportunity 
to think and process and I could not help but wonder 
what had been done in these three boys’ lives down at 
KAA. Three of the seven boys we took rang the bell at 
camp, meaning they made a decision to follow Jesus. 
In a rebuke to myself, I should have been more joyous 
about these commitments, but I am a realist when it 
comes to these types of moments. There is a lot to 
overcome for us in the world to follow Jesus, and I 
knew these boys’ journeys would be no different. 

*John was one of those kids, and he was awake in the 
car. I had been really depressed in the weeks up to 
camp and I was genuinely refreshed by my time down 
there, however I needed to be reminded of God’s 
love for me still. In these moments, I listen to sermons 
and this time decided to listen to one on John 3:16. 
Knowing John was up, I was secretly hoping he would 
listen as well. He was one of the kids who rang the 
bell, and the one kid I wanted to reach more than all 
the others. He is one of those rare souls in the world 
who demands your attention when he walks into a 
room. His attitude alone would make practices an 
enjoyable or miserable experience. He is an influencer, 
and we had to reach him. 

My plan worked, as the sermon played, he would 
often finish the preacher’s words, and I was genuinely 
amazed he had picked up so much in such a short 
amount of time. I had a lot of hope after hearing 

this, and prayed for continuing growth in his life. 
The summer ended as usual, and it was filled with 
more heartbreak about stories of what our boys were 
getting into. John was not immune. 

It was a brisk April morning when Michael and I met 
with a social worker with the Central Division for 
the Kansas City Police Department. It was a difficult 
start to this year, after a lot of planning, praying, and 
hoping for a good year, one practice not one kid from 
the year before showed up. 

Right after practice, Michael decided to open the 
team to other kids around the city with some tryouts, 
and we quickly filled our positions. Unfortunately, the 
shock of the original kids leaving never left me or 
Michael. It was just so sudden. It was this morning with 
the social worker that we heard what was going on 
with some of them. 

One of our boys was being watched carefully by 
the KCPD for some pretty violent activity, and she 
was concerned about where he was heading. It was 
a tough conversation because we only wanted to 
believe the best about our kids, however the reality 
was starker than I wanted to believe. We showed a 
picture of our old team and she went through each kid 
saying what they had been involved in, and John was 
mentioned. 

I walked away from Panera that morning sad, angry, 
depressed, hollow, wondering out loud to God, if 
any of the time and effort and money was worth it. 
At the time, I could not handle the answer so I had to 

*Name changed for privacy

is it worth it?



walk away for the summer. Honestly, I did not want to 
relearn about the new kids we had, just to have the 
cycle repeat itself again. I did not want to spend more 
time to just feel loss. 

Brrrr, brrrr, brrrr, my cell phone rings on Thanksgiving 
this year. It’s Michael. “Hey Coach Chris, how is your 
Thanksgiving?” “It’s pretty good,” I said. “Guess who 
I saw yesterday? John.” “That’s great,” I responded, 
knowing John is sitting in jail, awaiting trial. “John has 
gotten big, he is like 6’2 and ripped. He told me all he 
does is push-ups, pull-ups and read his Bible.” “That 
is puberty for you, and I am glad he is keeping himself 
occupied,” I said. 

Michael went on to talk about all the tattoos that 
covered his arms, no doubt each one filled with some 
sort of meaning about his life. “So, get this Coach 
Chris, I ask him about this one new tattoo and it nearly 
brought tear to my eye when he said it. John said it 
was 4HG, Coach.”

Hours later, this brought a tear to my eye too. 4HG. It 
means “For His Glory.” It was what we said after every 
huddle and the end of every practice, to remind them, 
as well as ourselves we were not doing this for us, but 
for Him. 

This was the thing I needed to hear. Maybe, just 
maybe, we have made an impact. Maybe it is all 
worth it. Maybe, just maybe, God is working. We are 
resolved to find out. 

- chris guhl, coach/mentor



measurements of success

basketball mentorship transformation

THEY WILL BE TAUGHT:

- Discipline and 
  accountability

- Teamwork

- How to cope with failure

- Individual skills

- Healthy living habits

WILL INCLUDE:

- Individual Development 
  Plan: Purpose statement, 
  future goals, academic 
  needs, and character  
  improvements needed

- Coaches assigned to 
  mentor each youth

INDICATORS:

- Pass classes

- Graduate high school

- Stay out of jail

- Not a teen parent

- Accomplish postgraduate 
  plans

- Living self-sufficient lives

- Disciple makers





Michael Loney, Founder
Michael founded Freedom Hoops in 2014 alongside friend and 
mentor Kevin Kacy of Freedom Fire. Michael teaches at math at 
Eisenhower Middle School in Kansas City, Kan. 

Throughout his career, basketball seemed to promise fulfilment 
but God used basketball to teach Michael to solely boast in Christ 
(Galatians 6:13). He has a passion to follow Christ, romance his wife 
each day, point his son to Jesus, and to use basketball and the gospel to 
disciple and transform urban youth to know God.

Ramone Thompson, 16U Head Coach, Recruiting 
Coordinator
Ramone has been with Freedom Hoops since 2014, and is a recreation 
director for Kansas City, Missouri Parks and Recreation. Ramone uses 
that platform to help mentor youth and keep them physically active. 
 
Ramone grew up in Wichita, where he developed a love for Christ and 
basketball. Ramone has a passion for helping youth while keeping his 
faith in Christ at the center. 

Chris Guhl, 16U Assistant Coach, Chaplain
Chris joined the Freedom Hoops team in 2014. Prior to his time with 
Freedom Hoops, Chris served in the US Army and was deployed to 
the Middle East for a year. Chris currently works for Commerce Bank.  
Chris has a passion for teaching young men life skills and training 
them to think about how to approach problems in their lives.

Kristen Loney, Administrator
Kristen grew up in the Kansas City area. Upon graduating from 
K-State, she moved back home, where she met and married her 
husband Michael in 2011. She taught media classes for five years 
at Basehor-Linwood High School and now stays home with their 
son, Caleb. She manages all forms of media for Freedom Hoops and 
handles financial aspects of the organization. 

John Walker
John is a retired insurance executive and has 
been involved in various urban ministries for 
more than 20 years.

Bob West
Bob is a retired real estate executive and leader 
of a ministry to Christian businessmen.

Steve Douglas
Steve is a long-time business entrepreneur 
in the Kansas City area. He has also been a 
long-time leader in ministry for Christian 
businessman.

Bruce McGregor
Chair - Bruce is the President and founder of 
Freedom Fire Ministries, a sister organization 
to Freedom Works, and has been pioneering 
various urban ministries since 1997.

Kevin Cacy
Kevin oversees all youth and volunteer 
activities at Freedom Fire Ministries, where he 
has worked since 1999. He is also a licensed 
architect with more than 20 years of experience.

Melvin Cole
Former director of Urban Young Life, Melvin 
leads the teen ministry at Freedom Fire 
Ministries and co-pastors a church reaching the 
homeless community in Kansas City.  

Advisory Board:
John Goodwin, Ira Lockhart, Jim Overman, 
Kevin Sieker.

COACHES BOARD



A donation of $50/month can:
• Cover the cost of three young men attending Kids  

Across America camp
• Pay for transportation and meals for our high school  

team to play a tournament in Iowa
• Purchase equipment for both teams - basketballs,  

carriers, and water bottles
• Fund our summer work program

A donation of $100/month can:
• Elementary assistant coach yearly stipend
• Insurance coverage for the kids participating in our 

programs
• Three tournaments in Kansas City for our high school team
• Cover the cost of six young men to attend Kids Across 

America camp

A donation of $200/month can:
• Cover six tournaments in Kansas City for our  

elementary team
• Provide funding for gym rental for practices for  

the entire year

A donation of $500/month can:
• Provide jerseys, socks, team shirts, and shoes for our teams
• Give twenty young men the opportunity to attend Kids 

Across America, cover transportation to and from camp, 
and provide meals for our young men on travel days

• Cover head coaching stipends for both teams

Ways to give:

Online:
www.freedomhoops.org/give

 PAYPAL
 
 BANK TRANSFER

 CREDIT CARD
                     Accepting:

Check:
You may also mail a check (made out to Freedom Hoops) to:

Freedom Hoops
c/o Michael Loney

P.O. Box 4074
Overland Park, KS 66204 

All gifts are tax deductible. Freedom Hoops is a division of Freedom Works 
Development Corporation, a 501(c)3 organization.

OUR PARTNERS



BASKETBALL.
MENTORSHIP.

TRANSFORMATION.

P.O. Box 4074  Overland Park, KS 66204   |   freedomhoops.org   |   (515) 890-0848

Freedom Hoops is a division of Freedom Works Development Corporation, a 501(c)3 organization.


