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Coach D’Vante is a new father, my wife is about to have our third child, and Ms. Vickie continues 

to grow in her role. As we continue to improve and drill down further roots in the Brush Creek 

Community, we are excited to see God bring about Every Court. Hope Found. Lives Changed.

Enjoy seeing God’s faithfulness in 2021!

Michael Loney

Freedom Hoops Founder

Cultivating 
Disciples...
On the Court 
and 1-on-1

A Year of
For me personally, 2021 was much more difficult than 

2020. Despite this, I remain thankful for the difficult 

times personally and for the ways God used the 

uncertainty that COVID presented to us.

Despite the challenges, we had a successful year! God 

has been faithful ever since we started playing basketball 

with JJ, Kenny, Henry, Mike, Rush, and Jeremiah in 2014 

at the Garrison Center.

2021 was a year of trust. We made some difficult 

decisions, and had to trust that God was moving us to 

make those decisions.

As we walk into 2022, we see it as a Year of Preparation. 

Preparation



54

Our
Impact

In 2021 God’s reach to urban youth in 

Kansas City has expanded in breadth 

and depth. Here are some of the ways 

we saw the impact of the ministry 

over the course of the year. 
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OUR 2021 GOALS
and how we met them

Develop Leadership Roles
 We have a teaching team, discipling team, discipleship process, and volunteer 
              process completed. 

Staffing Needs
 Full-time Basketball Operations hired, part-time administrator hired

Community Partnerships
 Hogan and Southeast High School, KCPD Faith and Blue game on October 
 11,  Brush Creek Community Center

Basketball Programming Location
 Brush Creek Community Center four days per week

Keep Doing and Improving
 Youth Reached: 100
 Life on Life Hours With Kids: 2800 hours
 Meals Served: 915
 Disciplers In Training: 4
 Volunteer Hours: 1013
 Discovery Bible Study Hours: 165

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.
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Camp Stories
After three years of volunteering at Freedom Hoops, I finally had the chance 
to participate as a Kaleo at Kids Across America (KAA) summer camp. All 
week long the counselors highlighted “cross talk” as the major focus of the 
week. Cross talk is when they present the Gospel message to the hundreds of 
campers.  

During “cross talk” at KAA, Noell came forward to follow Jesus.  I am excited 
and I ask him “Why did you come forward tonight?”  He said, “I would like to 
give my life to the Lord!”  I ask him, “Do you want to now?” He said “Yes!”

Noell begins praying to God in his own words. I am overjoyed at his sincerity 
as he tells God how much he needs God and wants to trust in Jesus’ work on 
the cross.

Floods of emotion rush to me as he describes his commitment to living a life 
pleasing to God.  

After his prayer, I say, “Noell, we are family!  You are my brother and I’m your 
sister!”

Noell says, “You are right! You are my sister!”

*Click the photo to see a short recap of our time at KAA

https://youtu.be/4Kq5ANJipx4
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A Glimpse 
Into Our Young Men’s Lives

  fter finishing up a tournament on a Saturday in 
October, our high school team decided to enjoy 

a meal at Minsky’s Pizza. 

In two days, we were preparing to play the East Patrol 
Police at 27th and Prospect as part of the National 
Police Celebration, “Faith and Blue Week.”

After 20 minutes of eating and talking, Coach D’Vante 
asked, “Hey guys what do you think about 

playing the police on Monday?”

Our young men begin to describe the following:

• FEAR: They have a constant fear of gun violence
• ANGER: Many of our young men don’t have their 

fathers present for various reasons. This causes 
anger

• WANT PEACE: They ultimately want peace, and 
don’t want to have to worry about the streets

• FEEL PRESSURE OF “MAKING IT OUT”: 
They feel like the entire family is looking to them 
to graduate and help provide for their mom and 
family. This pressure is overwhelming at times.

After seven pizzas, gospel presentations, and three 
hours of intense discussion, our young men agree to 
taking a picture to mark the moment. 

D’Vante and I look at each other and said, “Whoa! 

That was amazing!”

What a gift it was! Please continue to pray for more 
moments like these!
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It's May 4th. I hear word that we can practice at 
the Garrison Community Center. Immediately 

our young men begin recruiting others who want 
to join our team. On May 11th, six more high 

schoolers join and we double in size.  

This is the power of a team.

Young men want to:

Compete. 

Talk trash.

Be Free.

Forget the streets.

Over the course of the summer and fall our high 
school team grew from 6 young men to thirty high 
schoolers attending our workouts, open gyms, and 

Tuesday night practices.

This is the power of a team.

the power of    a TEAM
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I walk into a meeting with Coach 
X, whose younger brother is on our 
middle school team. Coach X helps 
coach the middle school team. I feel 
low. I am deflated. Tired. Don't have 
much to offer. I am getting ready to 
pick up the young men all over inner 
city to get them to our Tuesday night 
practice at Garrison Community 
Center. It takes about an hour to do 
so. I tell myself, "What do I have to 
offer Coach X?"

Well...

We start to talk and all of a sudden I feel some life. 

I experience some hope.

Coach X says, "Hey Coach, I love your heart. You want to 
do everything for everybody. I love it. You don't even have 
to be down here, yet you do all these things for our young 
men and city. At the same time our young men know that 
you want to help them at any cost. They will tell you, ‘Hey 
Coach, I need a ride,’ because they know you won't tell 
them no. I'm telling you, tell them tonight, ‘Next week, 
meet me at practice. You find a ride. I'm not giving you a 
ride.’

Gulp.

COACH...
Trust Me.

I look at him in shock.

I am scared.

I am supposed to be the one 
"imparting wisdom," and yet this 
19-year-old continues to give me a 
gift.

"Coach, you may not have everyone 
at the first few practices after you 
start this, but I am telling you they 
are going to be at the house bored, 
wishing they were with their friends, 
and they are going to find a ride to 

practice. Trust me!"

I respond, "Ok, I think you are right. If we want to see 
our young men become courageous disciples, I first need 
to be courageous in this moment. And they need to be 
courageous enough to prioritize their day to find a ride if 
Freedom Hoops is worth their time."

Well, Coach X was completely right. We missed a 
couple of kids the first few weeks, but they all figured 
out how to get there. And I was much more able to 
focus at our programming rather than feeling so tired 
communicating and driving all over the city to get our 
young men to the gym.

Thanks Coach X!
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Michael and I had spent months preparing for the 

fireworks stand, crafting social media posts, finding 

sponsors, and other things. 

It was finally the first day we were open, and despite 

all the planning I still didn't really know what to 

expect. I couldn't tell you the difference between a 

ladybug and a snapper or a cake and a roman candle 

(I'm much more confident in my abilities now). 

The first few days were slow as the rain fell, but 

as the weekend approached the weather just kept 

getting better. It brought a smile to my face to watch 

Fireworks storya
two of our young men take so much pride in the 

sales they had and the customers they helped. They 

were such a joy to be around and kept all of us at the 

tent laughing which really helped pass the time. 

As I cleaned up the tent for the final time the night 

of the 4th, all I could think was how thankful I was. 

Thankful for the people I met, the relationships I 

formed with our young men, and for all the people 

that came out to support Freedom Hoops with their 

fireworks purchases. 

Now Haley serves as Assistant Director of Basketball Operations at the University 

of Northern Iowa. She is the first female ever to help coach at UNI. She did a great 

job this summer, and we are excited to see how God will use her at UNI!
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D’VANTE MOSBY
joins our staff

It's June.

I'm trying to get prepared for the fall and recruit more 
leaders to help lead at Freedom Hoops.

I am about to meet with D'Vante Mosby. He usually has a 
good pulse on young adults who can help lead at Freedom 
Hoops.

We are meeting so we can catch up before he is about to have 
his baby.

We talk.

Twenty minutes later D'Vante says, "I am looking to 
transition from Edward Jones."

My jaw drops (internally). "What?!" I say.

"Yeah, I don't enjoy it, and I would like to use my platform 
and experience to serve others." D'Vante says.

"D'Vante, I don't know if you are aware but we are looking for 
a full-time position, and as I told you in 2019, you would be a 
perfect fit. I am not trying to pressure you, but we would love 
to have you join us. What do you think?"
"I don't know. Let me pray."

Fast forward a couple of months after praying, talking, and 

interviewing, we hired D'Vante Mosby as our Basketball 
Culture and Operations Director.

His hiring is nothing short of a success and a major relief 
to me. He is a magnet to our young men as he grew up just 
like them and achieved everything on the basketball court 
they could ever wish. He is married to Morgan Mosby and 
has a daughter Selah.

This is a story of God's faithfulness. We had a need for a 
full-time staff position, but I didn't look at all. I needed 
some time. The only way I was going to hire someone is if I 
knew them deeply.

I am grateful I didn't force my way into this situation, but 
God in His strength and power brought about the right 
teammate at the right time.

Praise God!

Click above to hear what our young 
men have to say about Coach D’Vante!

https://youtu.be/Xh7Ctb34BhA
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It's 7:25pm, after 55 minutes of eating and discussing the 
Bible, I have been warning the leaders and our young men, 

"It's time to pray, and then we practice basketball." 

Nothing happens. 

No prayers. 

No movement to the basketball court. 

They continue to discuss the Bible with their coaches.

This isn't the first time. 

This has been the scene the entire summer. Our young 
men love to discuss and talk about the Bible with their 

teammates and coaches. I have never seen it before.

Here is how we study the Bible:

 - What does it say about God?
 - What does it say about people?
 - How will I apply this to my life?

 - Who will I share this with?

Please continue to pray that our young 
men are curious about the things of God!

Click the photo to see Discovery Bible Study in action!

LEARNING 
THE WORD 

Through Discovery Bible Study

https://youtu.be/eM-L2X3yf5E
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This year we were able to have our first ever fireworks 
sponsors, Softwarfare, Nexus 5 Group, Neighbors Construction 
Company, and the Andy Blake Group.

We had nearly 3,000 customers walk through the tent, and it 
was our most successful year yet! We hope to see you next July!

This spring Coach 
Daron Gray resigned 

from Freedom 
Hoops. He had a 

tremendous impact 
on the vision of the 

ministry, health 
of our leaders, 

and caring for our 
families. It was a 

difficult time, and we 
continue to pray for 

his transition. 

This fall we have been 
pouring into four leaders 
who will help us accomplish 
the last part of our mission 
statement of cultivating 
disciples...on the court and 
1-on-1. 

Currently, we are doing a 
great job of cultivating disciples on the court, but we 
haven't officially started our discipleship of "1 on 1" 
off the court yet. These four leaders remain excited to 
disciple our young men off the court! Pray that God 
moves!

•  JT Washington (2020)  JT is a sophomore at 
Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa. He started five 
games as a freshman and was on the Dean's list. He has 
a $38,000 scholarship out of $41,000 (between basketball 
and academics). We took some kids to watch him play on 
November 20.

•  Hunter Anderson (2020)  Hunter won national 

The rest of 2021
Graduate Spotlight

Coach DG 
Says Goodbye Disciplers

In Training

Fireworks Success

Here’s what some of our recent graduates are up to:

championship at Coffeyville Community College in 2021. This fall he transferred to Liberty 
University.

•  Zyveair Hinds (2019)  Z is working in the healthcare industry and frequently visits on Tuesdays 
to assist with Freedom Hoops programming. 

•  JJ Smith, Kenny Boggs (2018) JJ studies at Lincoln University in Jefferson City. Kenny 
continues to work hard at his job. These guys were two of the first six Freedom Hoopers ever in 
2014! Click on the picture above to watch a recap of 

our week at the fireworks stand.

https://youtu.be/DZoz995em4o
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Get
The success of Freedom Hoops depends on the involvement of people 

like you. There are many ways to step in and serve, regardless of your 

gifting, time, and talents.  

Involved

MEALS

Would you consider joining our 
support team? You can donate monthly, 

annually, or make a one-time gift. 
Recurring donations can be set up on 

our website. 

Checks can be written to 
Freedom Hoops and mailed to:

Freedom Hoops
PO Box 4074

Overland Park, KS 66204

All gifts are tax deductible. Freedom 
Hoops is a 501(c)3 organization. 

Our EIN is 84-5071290.

Contact Kristen Loney at 
kristen@freedomhoops.org with 

questions.

We are always in need of volunteers 
- serving as mentors, coaches, special 

event volunteers.

Tuesdays 6:30-8:30pm
Wednesdays 3:00-5:00pm

Fridays 3:00-5:00pm
Saturdays 9:00am-12:00pm

Contact D’Vante Mosby at 
dvante@freedomhoops.org if you’d like 

to get involved.

Would you consider providing a 
meal for our youth and volunteers 
on Tuesday nights? Contact Vickie 

Albritton at vickie@freedomhoops.org if 
interested in preparing and/or serving 

a meal to our youth.

We’re also always in need of snacks for 
our young men. You can find a wish list 

below.

freedomhoops.org/give freedomhoops.org/volunteer freedomhoops.org/snacks

https://www.freedomhoops.org/give.html
https://www.freedomhoops.org/volunteer.html
https://www.freedomhoops.org/snacks.html
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Board Staff
Adam Wittmer Michael Loney

Rachelle Crowe Vickie Albritton

Santesa Gentry D’Vante Mosby

Cameron Gentry Kristen Loney

Lance Albritton

Board Chair; Business Owner, Wittmer Management Founder & Executive Director

Community Development Consultant Programming Assistant

Freedom Hoops Parent Basketball Culture & Operations

Owner, Restoration Massage and Bodywork LLC Administrator

Vice President Group, Careismatic Brands


