
My transition to Freedom Hoops has 
been nothing short of amazing! With 
my role being that of the Director of 
Mentors, I’m excited and encouraged 
by the kindness of God in sending 
several spiritually healthy men and 
women to serve in this space with 
us. We are definitely trending in 
the right direction and 2020 looks 
promising.

Since my onboarding we’ve almost 
doubled in volunteer participation 
for our Tuesday and Saturday 
gatherings. What’s awesome is there’s 
an eagerness to serve, attached to a 
posture of humility demonstrated 
by our volunteers. This is important 
because it helps create a culture that 
enables our leaders to be students in 
a context that’s foreign for most of 
them. Super fun!

Furthermore, we’ve been intentional 
about equipping and investing in the 
lives of our mentors and volunteers. 
One way we strive to do this is by 
gathering every Friday at Panera 
Bread on the Plaza from 6am-7:30am 
with volunteers who want more 
intentional and focused discipleship. 

As always we covet your prayers!  
Please be praying that God would 
be gracious in  bringing more into 
His fold by our efforts and that 
God would continue to be gracious 
towards our wives and families as 
they partner with us in this ministry. 

Yours in Christ,

Daron Gray
daron@freedomhoops.org

Mentoring Updateprograms
BASKETBALL PROGRAMMING
• Tuesday practices after school and Saturday Open Gym. 
• During our season we have Thursday practices as well.

MENTORING PROGRAM
• Assigned Coach: Each young man has a coach assigned to him as his mentor. 
• Mentoring Before Practice: Meal, message, and small groups with discussion.
• Summer Camp: One week summer camp at Kids Across America in Golden, Mo., to 

interact with positive, godly people coming from urban backgrounds. 

MAN OF GOD (MOG) LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM 
• Scriptures: Growth in their understanding of how to read the Bible
• Spiritual Leadership: Help students love God with all of their being and lead the ministry
• Emotional Maturity: Help students articulate what they are feeling and how to make 

appropriate decisions. 
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WAYS TO PRAY
1) JESUS. Jesus would be the love and 
obsession of all of the staff, volunteers, and 
youth we serve

2) MAN OF GOD LEADERSHIP. Clarity and 
guidance as we pursue to develop our urban 
youth leaders to lead the ministry

3) WISDOM AND PERSEVERANCE.  Many 
times we encounter difficult situations that 

require wisdom and perseverance in Christ.

Interested in joining our prayer team? Sign up: 
freedomhoops.org/pray 2019

year in review



You are receiving this annual report because you have played a major role in helping Freedom Hoops thrive. 2019 started with what we believe 
will be the “rebirth” of Freedom Hoops in the 2020 ministry year. We have decided to focus on recreational basketball and develop young 
leaders to lead our current ministry. 

The above picture shows our initial Man of God (MOG) Leadership group. Our goal for this group is to grow them in the Scriptures, their 
spiritual leadership, and their emotional maturity. By next fall we want these young men to lead our elementary basketball and mentoring 
times on Tuesday nights. Without your investment, the following pages in this annual report would not be possible! Thank you for helping us 
mentor and transform our urban youth in northeast Kansas City.

Michael Loney
Freedom Hoops Founder

we use basketball to mentor and 
transform urban youth.

2019 BY THE NUMBERS

Young men participating 
in Man of God 
Leadership Program

Before I came on staff at 
Freedom Hoops, I was just 
a volunteer. Before I was 
a volunteer at Freedom 
Hoops, I was a volunteer at 
Sheffield Family Life Center 
in Northeast Kansas City; 
the same neighborhood as 
many of our boys at Freedom 
Hoops. Jesus changed my life 
at Sheffield. After hanging 
out with the boys at Freedom 
Hoops for a few weeks, my 
brother, the youth pastor at 

our first muslim student

comes to faith
Sheffield, and I started inviting 
the boys to the youth group on 
Wednesday nights. The first 
time that I pulled up to the TB 
Watkins housing projects in 
my tiny Ford Focus, I was only 
supposed to pick up three boys. 
It then turned into three trips, 
and 12 boys came to church that 
night.

At our church, we participate in 
various events across the state 
like summer camp and fine 
arts. One of the most significant 
events we attend is called 
youth convention, which is just 
a colossal youth conference 
with 2,000 kids from across 
the state of Missouri. Sheffield 
accommodates our boys at 
Freedom Hoops so much as to 
provide a van for pickups on 
Wednesday nights for youth 
so 15 boys can get to church 
and back home every week. 
The only dismay that we have 

with convention is the price, 
which was $175 per person. Our 
boys cannot afford that for an 
overnight trip to Springfield, Mo. 
One of the pastors at our church 
stepped up and covered that 
cost for three of our boys. The 
stage was set for a life-altering 
experience with Jesus.

The first night of the convention, 
Wilfredo “Choco” De Jesus, 
a Puerto Rican guy from “the 
hood” (his words) in Chicago 
preached. As soon as he said 
that he was from the hood, our 
boys attention was glued to 
the stage and his message. He 
spoke about how some people 
in that room brought in bad 
attitudes and things that need to 
be traded for Jesus. One of our 
young men in particular was the 
one with the bad attitude - we 
had talked about it a few weeks 
before. Pastor Choco opened the 
altars, and all three of our boys 

responded to the altar call. The 
young man I mentioned before 
came back and sat by me, and 
I spoke over his life. I told him 
about God’s plans for his life 
and how much he was loved. I 
told him that there was nothing 
he could say or do that could 
cause him to lose that love, and 
down came two large crocodile 
tears. The crazier part of this 
story is that he is from a Muslim 
Somalian refugee family. Jesus 
is pursuing our boys, and it is 
in part to the sacrifices of our 
donors and volunteers. Thank 
you for creating the space for 
Jesus to operate. I can’t wait for 
more of these stories in 2020 and 
beyond.

JT Batey
jt@freedomhoops.org

Freedom Hoops was the rainbow after the storm for Qwanell. My family was going through 
some hard times when we were told about the Freedom Hoops basketball organization. 

We were homeless for two years and Qwanell really didn’t have an outlet to just be a kid. So 
we went to the practice one day, and it changed Qwanell’s life and mine too. 

Just knowing that it’s a faith-based organization has given Qwanell an opportunity to learn 
about God and play basketball at the same time. The coaches really take the time to call and 
check up on my family and are always willing to help me out. 

With all the crime happening here Kansas City, it makes me feel good that I can trust my son 
with Freedom Hoops. It’s been an answer to my prayers. Qwanell has finally found himself 
and has become an inspiration to me to keep moving forward. Basketball is truly life in my 
house.

- Maxine, Freedom Hoops Mom

a mom’s story
2019 goals (& How We met them)

Mentor 30 urban youth weekly.
We mentored an average of 
40 young men on Tuesdays.

Devleop a mentorship 
program system.

We hired Daron Gray as our 
mentoring director.

Develop systems for all 
leadership teams.

Most are in place but improvements 
are needed in marketing.

Provide meals at each 
gathering.

Develop a ride system for 
neighborhoods in focus area.

Improve advisory board 
involvement.

Collaborate with other 
organizations in NE Kansas City.

Tuesday meals, Saturday snacks. 
We need more help here.

Our ride system helped 
increase numbers this year.

Board grew in involvement as 
clarity was given.

Heaven Sent Hawks, Sheffield Family 
Life Center, Second Mile Ministries.


